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Introduction to the
People’s Environment
Narrative, the PEN

You are about to read a unique document
Its content is about documenting 50 years of
global work to safeguard the environment
We have called it the People's Environment
Narrative, PEN for short. The reason behind
creating and producing the PEN was the op-
portunity presented by the commemoration of
the United Nations Environment Programme’s
{(UNEP) 50+ anniversary. UNEP was estab-
lished by the United Nations Conference on
the Human Environment, which took place
in Stockholm in June 1972 50 years later, two
commemorative conferences were organ-
ised to mark this anniversary. The first of those
conferences, UNEP@350 - a two-day high-level
meeting on March the 2 and 3~ 2022 - took
place in Nairobi, Kenya at UNEP's headquar-
ters. The second, in Stockholm, Sweden on
the 2™ and 3 of June in 2022, was simply
called Stockholm+50. its formal name was
“Stockholm+50: a healthy planet for the pros-
perity of all —our responsibility, our opportunity.”

by Jan-Gustav Stmandenaes & Isis Alvarez, Stakeholder Forum

Official meetings are documented well; their
outcomes are duly archived for posterity. This
is not always the case with the efforts made by
civil society'. In fact, to have their voices heard
at these official, intergovernmental, muitilat-
eral conferences is not mandatory. An official
outcome document is also but a summary of
what the participating official government rep-
resentatives agreed to. The long hours of de-
liberations and negotiations, the background
papers, the input from break-out groups are
rarely included. And as the outcome document
is a synthesised product of what took place at
the official conference, the inputs from civil so-
ciety are often negligible in these documents
The muititude of voices from non-governmen-
tal actors are rarely taken notice of and pre-
served for posterity. *“Hoving consulted with
civil society ..." is a standard reference to the
input from nonstate actors and is more of-
ten than not what posterity learns about their
contributions in their official documents. The
outcome document from the Rio+20 confer-

1 Please note: the PEN is an anthaology, with contributions from marny authors. They all have their own way of writing, report

ng and using words and concepts. Civil society is a frequently used concept. So is “stakeholders’, Major Groups, non-<tste actors,

non-governmental organisations

which are sometimes synonyr

nd NGO= Further in this section we offer a thorough explanation of these concepts, concepts

%, sometimes not, depending on context. We have in this preface chose to use civil society and

non-governmental organisations and NGOs, not as synonyms but as direct references to what thes: concepts imply: that owl so

cety = different from private sector and from government. NGOz include oll types of crgansations that do not belong to the au

tharities, be they elected or appointed.
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sCo n the Hurman Ernvironment {right), shows United Natic
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o stay true to our original vision of the PEN, we
have organised it into eight sections:

SECTION 1

Introducing a commemorative document will
always pose challenges.

We invited two people who were key persons
at the 1972 Stockholm conference to send
a greeting. Wayne Kines, a Canadian, who
sent a small greeting was the first Director of
Communication at UNEP. He was a childhood
friend of Maurice Strong, but their careers had
taken different ways until they met again to
prepare and run the Stockholm 1972 confer-
ence. Wayne Kines from the UN worked closely
with Lady Barbara Ward who represented civil
society in 1972, and together they came up with
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ral of the United
) U Thant
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Committee for the Conference. ® UN - Teddy Chen

the process that allowed the daily report-backs
and presentations of civil society matters to the
official plenary.

Sadly, Wayne Kines passed away in August
2022 atthe age of 85.

Hiro Shibuya, from Japan, was a youth represent-
ative working as one of Maurice Strong's clos-
est advisers during the Stockholm conference
Hiro, as he is called, was a key person in the pre-
paratory process leading up to this conference
He worked with Strong for several years, also

s @ senior adviser during the UN Conference
on Environment and Development in 1992 -
the Earth Summit - which gave us Agenda 21

We also wanted to give space to UNEP. Ms
Ligia Noronha who has been appointed United

Nations Assistant Secretary-General and head
of the New York office of UNEP in April 2021
She also navigated UNEP's role throughout the
Stockholm+50 preparatory process until June
2022

Finally, we provide a careful introduction for
clarifying central concepts used frequently in
this publication; the concepts explained are
‘civil society, 'stakeholders,’ NGOs, and Major
GCroups, all in need of a contextual explanation

SECTION TWO

This section gives a thematic introduction to
the content of the PEN. Leida Rijnhout has a
long history of working with civil society and
environmental governance. She was very ac-
tive in the run-up to UNEP@S0 as well astothe
Stockholm+50 Conference. Leida also worked
on the famous resolution UNGA A/Re</73/333
which became a central element in the dec-
laration that the official UNEP@S0 high-level
meeting agreed to. Because of her involvement
in the two commemorative conferences, she is
the right person to link up the two events.

In a document where the intentionisto give an
overview of 50 years of work, a historical over-
view is needed. Being asked to appraise an is-
sue, we often think that presenting a critical
view is the best and most convincing way todo
s0. And surely, all events, inputs, organisations
and institutions have a critical aspect to their
existence. This time, however, we also wanted
to focus on the positive accomplishments that
have become the results of UNEP’s 50 years' ex-
istence. Jan-Gustav’s presentation on UNEP’s
history tries to do precisely that

SECTION THREE

This section has a focus on the process organ-
ised by civil society and the global NGO com-
munity leading up to the June Stockholm
conference. The three elements here are the
outcomes from key webinars organised by civil

society. More than a thousand persons partici-
pated inthe nine webinars that were organised.
We asked participants in each of the webinars
to suggest recommendations on environmen-
tal work that would eventually be presented to
UNEP during the Stockholm+50 process and
conference. This section synthesises the rec-
ommendations from those webinars.

SECTION FOUR

This section contains the seven legacy papers,
or rather an executive summary of the sev-
en legacy papers. At the end of each of these
papers, there is a hyperlink to the completed
paper. As our legacy writers immersed them-
selves in their topic, their creative efforts grew
and as these papers are quite long, we decid-
ed to include them this way.

SECTION FIVE

The United Nations Environment Programme
with its staff was one of the official organisers of
the two commemorative events. The Executive
Director for UNEP, Ms. Inger Anderson, was ap-
pointed Secretary-General of the conference
by the UN Secretary-Ceneral, Antonio Guterres.
In addition, the Swedish and Kenyan govern-
ments were the hosts of the Stockholm+50
conference. More than 4,000 people attended
the two-day event. Sixty-plus ministers attend-
ed, and 50 side events were organised, inciud-
ing the leadership dialogues, action hubs, and
the plenary sessions.

The UN also engaged in pre-meetings. The UN
Development Programme (UNDP) were tasked
to organise these. According to the UN, some
230 national conversations were held in about
50 countries with nearly 50,000 participants.

We do not pretend to cover in full what the
UN did officially in connection with the
Stockholm+50 process, but we have chosen a
few key events to be presented in this section.
In addition, we present the main outcomes of
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the UNDP national reports; we also present a
summarised comparative analysis of the out-
comes from the 5 regional stakeholder con-
ferences arganised by UNEP [these regions
were: Europe, Africa, West Asia, Asia Pacific
and Latin Armerica); and we have included the
summary points of the three official leader-
ship dialogues that took place during the two
days in Stockholm in 2022, We have also in-
cluded an event by UNEP around Sustainable
Consumption and Production [3CP], a sum-
rmary of the One Planet Network Forum. We
include this as UNEP was given a particular
responsibility for this issue by the Rio+20 con-
ference in 2012

And finally, we have included the Stockholrm+50
Declaration. It might be interesting to compare
this with the declaration from the first decla-
ration made 50 years ago in Stockholm back
im 1972

We hawve provided all these elements with hy-
perlinks so the interested reader can check the
official outcomes as well.

SECTION SIX

Civil society and the glebal NGO commu-
nity took the commemaoration of UNEP se-
ricusly. They saw this as an opportunity to
rejuvenate and strengthen the global com-
mitment for work on the environment.
Paulo Magalhaes, founder and director of the
Common Home of Humanity, initiated the
Stockholm+49 process which imvolved hun-
dreds of MGOs and individuals. Stockholm+49
was organised as a virtual two-day event to
heighten interest for Stockholm+20 and to de-
velop a charter to challenge the decision-mak-
ers who would be present in Stockholm. We
have brought a sumrnary of the content of this
event here.

As climate issues have become inextricably
linked to environmental issues, and a wide ar-
ray of different actors mebilize around it, we

invited members from the Demand Climate
Justice moverment to contribute to the PEN
with a focus on their activities around the Fossil
Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty.

Olof Palme, the late Swedish Prirne Minister
and host to the 1972 conference brought up
the issue of Ecocide in his keynote to the del-
egates in June 1972, COfficial interest in the is-
sue has never been great. Civil society has
however kept the issue alive, and the Stop
Ecocide International network hosted a two-
day event at the conference. We have includ-
ed this issue since it has disappeared from the
official reports.

Faith-based organisations were also represent-
ed in Stockholm. The worldwide Baha'i com-
munity crganised a two-day workshop on the
key issues of the Stockholm+50 conference. We
have allowed the Baha'i community to share
the major outcornes from this seminar. One of
their keynote speakers, Arthur Dahl, was alsoan
active participanit in the 1972 Stockholrn confer-
ence and shared his experiences as a champi-
on for a better world with a clean environment.

As indicated earlier, the youth movement
played an important rele in the Stockholm+50
process and conference; they established their
own website, prepared a policy paper specif-
ically for Stockholm+50 and brought youth,
knowledge, staternents, and advocacy to
Stockholm. This is also reflected here in the
PEM.

Imndigenous Peoples were another group giv-
en a special position during the Stockholm+50
process. With their unigue understanding of
nature and the environrment, and as guardi-
ans of the world's natural resources with their
unique knowledge, no report on such issues
wiould be complete without their contribution.
We, therefore, include their official declaration
emerging from Stockholm+50.

SECTION SEVEN

This section has a quiet impression of what
took place with the 50th commemoration of
UNEP"s work for the environment.

What took place at Stockholm+50in June 2022,
and how was it viewed by participants? Jan-
Custav Strandenaes, who was a young partic-
ipant in Stockholm in 1972, working then as
an intern with Wayne Kines, Hiro Shibuya, and
Maurice Strong, and has worked on the envi-
renment and the UN ever since, offers im this
epilogue his personal views on this Stockholm
meeting, 50 years after the first one.

SECTION EIGHT

This section offers short biographies of all of the
people invohied in making this unigue prod-
uct. And we also acknowledge the fact that
this would not have been possible without
the financial support from the Government
of Sweden or the incredible support from
Alexander Juras, Chief of the UNEP Civil Society
Unit in Mairobi, his colleague Aurcra Cheung
and his colleague Laetitia Zobel who were the
Stockholm+50 persons in his staff.

Cn behalf of the Towards Stockholm+50 and
Beyond' project

Jan-Gustav Strandenaes
Convener and project Manager of the
Stockholm+50 project and Senior PEM Editor

=l
Isis Alvarez, Chief Programme Officer and PEN
Editor € 1150

s
STOCKHOLM L__;"..*

Jan-Gustav Strandenaes, Convener and project
Manager of the Stockholm+50 project and Senior
PEN Editor € ForlUM Norway

Isis Alvarez
Chief Programme Officer and PEN Editor
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OUTCOMES FROM
FULL-DAY EVENT ON
PEOPLES ENVIRONMENT
NARRATIVE*

t et Wa
society and non-state stak
uting to the content of ou
in conne

3
been presented and discussed during onli

expert legacy webinars which were open to
all stakeholders which a set of recommenda-
al for the s ion in-

gaps inthe 7 Legacy COIME recom-
menda s and whether any mmenda-

tions m
to the parti
served as a spa

build a healthy planet for the prospenty of all.

by Slakeholder Por
My 2

ven themes were clustered in three
groups

CLUSTER1

— Emvircnmental nghts, human rights and
emvironmental justice

— "“Strengthening environmental go-
vernance and law" with reference
to UNEP@S0

— Connecting the dots - making a for-
ceful canon of the Rio Conventions and
the MEAs

CLUSTER 2
— Civil society, non-state stakeholders, and
hiow they have worked for the environ-
ment and UNEP
— Emvironmental diplomacy and the nesd
for mulktilateralism

CLUSTER 3

— The envircnment, education and
the future

— Science and the environment -
‘What now?

*A stoterment based on these outcomes was presented during the closing Stockholm+50

plerary on June 3r




SECTION 3:
Civil Society
Organisations
and other

stakeholder
recommendation
s —focussing on
what needs to be
improved

Towards

Stockholm +5 0

Key Recommendations for the Enhancement of the Environmental

Agenda during the Next 50 Years

Legacy Theme E Strengthening Environmental Governance and Law

Webinar Leads: Leida Rijnhout [Senior Advisor, Governance, Stakeholder Forum for a
Sustainable Future) and Stephen Stec [Senior Research Fellow on Environment and
Democracy, Central European University Democracy Institute (Hungary)

Recommendations for

Recommendations for

Member States/ Nations/ Governments

Regions:

— Increase corporate accountability

— Multilevel governance culture

— Subsidiarity principle {environmental
decisions at level close to those who are
affected) - implies multilevel governance
(i.e. opposite to power concentrated ona
specific centre)

— Anti-comuption initiatives

— Value-added economies [diversi-

fying economies)

— Keep performance under constant peer
review

— Strengthen generally environmental
governance as this is the first thing to
be obscured or sacrificed in the case
of conflict

62

Implementing good environmental go-
vernance structures and strong institu-
tions for enwvironmental issues.

In order to implement good govermnance,
include, facilitate and support Civil
Society Organizations (C50s)

Maintain Ministers for the Environment
Implement international agreements
Legal frameworks to enforce corporate
accountability

Of critical importance not just for youth
to be listened to, but to be included as
equal stakeholders in decision-making
environments, processes, and structures
International trade systems include suffi-
cient focus on emvironmental impact on
increased consumption

Renesgotiate trade agreements which
only focus on maximizing economic re-
turns, without enough recognition of so-
cial and erwironmental impacts

Stop fossil fuel and other perverse sub-
sidies and incentives and move towards
supporting a cleaner and greener future.

Recommendations for
UNEP

— Urge for a global consensus on binding
norms on corporate accountability

— Increase coordination and facilitation to
implement and enforce environmental
governance and law

— Frameworks in place with goals, targets,
means of implementation, review me-
chanisms, indicators

— MNeed for increased political leadership

— Foster capacity building and enable fi-
nancial sustainakbility

— Mare clarity on what the rightto a healthy
envircnment entails, how to implement
it, etc. - no clear international global sta-
tement, accepted shape or definition on
how those rights can be implemented

— Upgrade UMEP to a Specialized Agency

— Promotion of mechanisms, procedures,
protocols, and institutions for accounta-
bility at all levels for good environmental
governance. These tools support access
to justice that can remedy environmenial
WTOngs.

Recommendations

for Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs) and
other Non-state Actors

— Increased active roles in decision-making
processes given the shrinking of the civil
society space

— Increased efforts for collectively deman-
ding good governance including gover-
nance structures and strong institutions
for environmental issues

— Publish widely the “UNEP we Want" do-
cument and continue to use it for advo-
cacy on good governance and environ-
mental laws, etc.

— Dwring Stockholm+50, promote foun-
dations for a binding norm on corporate
accountability

— Make visible C5Cs role as bridges between
Multilateral Environmental Agreements
(MEAs) and local action (bridge betwesn
international and national levels)

— A stronger and more active involvement
both at national and intemational level of
C50s is urgently needed

— Be prepared for the meetings
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net,

BAHA'I INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

Jabitation

Perspective on Recasting Humanity's
ship with the Natural World

“One Planet, One Habitation”

Climate Initiatives of the Baha'i International Community

at Stockholm+50 and Beyond

by Dantel Perell, Representattve to the Untted Natlons, Baha'l Internat ol

The Baha'i International Community {BIC)
represents the worldwide membership of
the Baha'l Faith, organized through some
200 national affiliates, to the United Nations
First established in 1948, the BIC has con-
sultative status with ECOSOC and UNICEF,
as well as accreditation with the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
and the United Nations Department of Global
Communications (DGC)

At the heart of the BIC's message at the
Stockholm+50 conference was one central
message: the coordinated contributions of nu-
merous populations around the world will be
required to rebalance humanity’s relationship
with the natural world

Among a range of activities it undertook at
the conference, the BIC released a major en-
vironmental statement entitled One Planet,
One Habitation: A Baha'i Perspective on
Recasting Humanity’s Relationship With the
Natural Worid.

The statement suggested that one of the cen-
tral challenges facing humanity today is bridg-
ing the gulf between intention and action

“Moving humanity to a more sustainable and
harmonious relationship with the natural world
will require a strong and actionable consensus,
along with collective will, around key principles
that are to shape the affairs of the internation-
al community,” it rea
“Consensus that has been well settled is
demonstrated not merely by the name and
claim of text on a page, but through coordi-

ntention an

nated, collaborative action; its touchstone is
deeds, not words."

Concepts explored in the statement included
the need to empower masses of humanity to
contribute to processes of constructive social
transformation, the need to redefine notions
of progress and success in more holistic and
less material terms, the need to align person-
al and institutional choices with higher princi-
ples, and the need to base collective action on
consciousness of the oneness of humanity, as
expressed through relationships of justice and
appreciation for diversity

“Will humanity act on the truth that its own

destiny and that of the planet are irrevocably

rtwined?” the statement asked. “Or will
still greater calamities be required to move it
to action?”

One Planet, One Habitation joins contribu-
tions the BIC made to other notable environ-
mental milestones, such as the 2ist meeting of
the UNFCCC Conference of Parties, from which
the 2015 Paris Agreement emerged (state-
ment), the 1992 United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development or Rio “Earth
Summit” (statement), and the original 1972
United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment (statement)

The statement was launched at an event that
the BIC co-hosted at the Swedish Parliament
with several other civil society organizations, in-
cluding the Climate Governance Commission
and Global Women Leaders: Voices for Change
and Inclusion. The event was moderated
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Stop Ecocide

by Sue Miiler, Stop Ecocide
September 2022

Stockholm +50 was a symbolically significant event for the Stop Ecocide movement, mark-
ing 50 years since the first use of the word “ecocide™ by then Prime Minister Olof Paime. It also
highlighted the disparity between the strong support among civil society and the timidity at
political level. Following an intensive programme of activities and events, the movement to
criminalise ecocide internationally emerged from the conference having made some real pro-
gress, and in the knowledge that the case for ecocide had registered and was being taken se-
riously at the highest levels

We, and an exponentially growing body of both civil and political society, see ecocide law as an

ssential piece of the framework of measures and regulations which is being created to pro-
tect the Earth and future generations. Whilst serious and widespread damage to nature re-
mains legal and perpetrators unaccountable, it will continue to happen, regardless of the pacts,
agreements, goals and targets we may put in place. It is simply too easy to continue estab-
lished and profitable practices. A new international crime of ecocide, within the jurisdiction of
the International Criminal Court, would see the key decision makers of the companies behind
acts of serious environmental destruction face personal criminal liability and potential loss of
personal freedom. They will no longer be able to write off environmental harm on a balance
sheet as a cost of doing business

A new crime of ecocide will not only have a strong deterrent effect once it is enacted and rati-
fied, it will start to curb destructive activity from the moment corporations realise that it ison
itsway. It not only has enormous preventative power, but it will also steer corporationsand gov-
ernments towards creative innovation and new ways of doing business. By supporting the rec-
ognition of the crime of ecocide in international law, businesses, organisations and their em-
ployees can play an active role in protecting people and planet

135
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FOSSIL
FUEL

TREATY

A bold project to phase out fossil fuels
and support a global just transition



y influenced major global summit, making
0 nference to clearly recommend the “phase
“out of all fossil fuels” and to recognise the urgent need for
“financial and technical support to realize a just transition.”




{ﬁ E%sélt EE] Language: English
TREATY,
Global Week of Advocacy

for a Fossil Fuel Treaty
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Conclusions

Jan-Gustav Strandenaes

Senior Advisor on Governance for Sustainable Development at
Stakeholder Forum, Project Manager of the Towards

Stockholm+50 Project, & Co-editor of the People’s Environment
Narrative
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Thank you for joining us today
Merci de vous étre joints a nous aujourd’hui

Gracias por acompanarnos hoy
https://towardstockholm50.org/
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Nathan Thanki - The Fossil Fuel Non-proliferation Treaty

Jan-Gustav Strandenaes — Conclusions
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